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Friday, March 1, 2019
The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP

Treasurer

Parliament House

Canberra

ACT

2600

Dear Minister

The Business Events Council of Australia (BECA) is the peak industry round table for the nation’s $30 billion business events sector, incorporating business meetings, incentives, conventions and exhibitions.  

Our members include the:

· Association of Australian Convention Bureaux (AACB) 

· Australian Convention Centres Group (ACCG)

· Exhibition and Event Association of Australasia (EEAA) 

· International Convention and Congress Association (ICCA) - Australian Chapter 
· Meetings and Events Australia (MEA) 

· Professional Conference Organisers Association Inc (PCOA) 

BECA believes its members can make a further significant contribution to the national economy, by building on our already high employment record and thereby contributing to the Prime Minister’s announcement in January 2019 that his government has set a target for the creation of 1.25 million jobs over the next four years.
To that end I refer you to the two attached documents, including our recent all-party policy submission and our detailed report that supports this submission. 

In summary we called for a clear national policy for business events covering six key areas. These are:
1. Extension of the successful Bid Fund Program (BFP), and partnership programs managed by Business Events Australia. BECA calls for increased BEA funding of $10M or $40M within four years.

2. Funding for research; managed by the business events community and Tourism Research Australia in order to benchmark the industry, and quantify the sector’s size, impact and worth. 

3. A national infrastructure mapping study to identify the gaps and priorities for business events infrastructure in metro and regional areas. 

4. Support to work more closely with VET and higher education sector (namely TAFE) to design courses that match the industry’s needs now, and in the future.

5. Temporary skilled labour visa reform to enable the industry to more easily respond to fluctuating demands with a more flexible temporary visa system.
6. Growth Industries Business Events Team to link our outcomes with those associated with the Industry Growth Centre Initiatives. 

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this with you and your officers directly.

Yours sincerely,
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Matthew Hingerty

Chairman
[image: image2.png]

